
MINORBELT&ROAD

Background
In2013,ChinesePresidentXiJinpingannouncedthatChinawoulddeploy“OneBelt
OneRoad(OBOR)”forthecomingdecades;well-equippedconnectionsviasea(the
road)andland(thebelt)betweenEuropeandChina.Inearly2015,itbecameoneof
China'sofficialpriorities(calledBelt&RoadInitiative).TheoldSilkRoadhasbeen
revivedasatraderoutebetweenChinaandEurasiancountriesbytheconstructionof
an11,000km railwaylinethatvisits14cities.CrossingthroughChinaRussiaand
EurasiawithChongqingasstartingpointtoDuisburg.Meanwhilemoreandmore
citiesarejoining.IntheNetherlandsthisisTilburg.

Trade,supplychainandgeopoliticalimplications
Inthisglobalfieldofinfluence,theNetherlandsappearstobeapunyplayer.Butthe
Netherlandsisadistributioncountry,withastronglogisticssector.Rotterdam could
bethenaturalstartandendpointofthisNewSilkRoad.DoesRotterdam takethis
roleorarethereotherconsiderations?CanRotterdam andthebusinesscommunity
benefitfrom theChongqing-Duisburgrailwayline?Railoffersanewtransport
productintermsofcostsandtransittime.Thinkofimportantexportsectorssuchas
agri-foodandhorticulturefortheNetherlands.WhatdoestheGreekportofPiraeus
mean-withanaccesstoEasternEurope-forRotterdam?Opportunities,threats?In
particular,theconsequencesforlogisticsandtradingcompaniesareexamined:how
dotheypositionthemselvesinthenewfieldofinfluence?

Relevance
Therelevanceforprofessionalpracticeisthatyouwillgaininsightintothe
relationshipbetweengeopoliticaldevelopmentsandtheinfluenceoneconomiesand
thebusinesscommunity.Thisgivesyouabroadinternationalviewthatis
indispensableinadvisingonstrategicdirectionandchoicesforDutchandRotterdam
logisticsandtradecompanies.Positioning,locationstrategyrelatedtoproduction
andthelogisticsgoodsflowsplayanimportantroleinthis.



Youwilllearn:
 Tooutlineandevaluatethemainpatternsandtrendsininternationalbusiness

activities,todistinguishthedifferentapproachestointernationalization,to
describetheinfluenceofincreasingglobalization,todiscoverinternational
tradesystemsandfinancialrelationsoninternationalissues.

 Toassessinternationalbusinessoperationsandadvisemanagementonthe
mostimportantaspectsofsupplychainmanagement.

 ToIdentifycomplexproblemsandfindinformationfrom awiderangeof
sources.Isabletointegratetheoryandpractice.Toindicatetheinformation
needsincomplexsituations.

 Toindicateculturaldifferencesorotherbehaviorbasedondifferencesin
culturalbackground,showsinterestintheculturalbackgroundofothersand
isawareofbasicelementsofitsownculturalbackground.

 Toidentifyinternationalnetworkforitselfandforthecompany.
 ToIndicatetheadvantagesanddisadvantagesofthedifferentmodalitieson

theNLChinarelationshipintheareasofcustoms,risk,liabilityandsanctions
(Russia).

 ToindicatethepromisingproductgroupsforexporttoChinaandthe
intermediatemarkets.

 ToassesstheopportunitiesforE-commercebetweenChinaandNLinrelation
toBelt&Road.
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